St. John the Baptist
Orthodox Church

600 Silver Lane, Stratford, CT 06614
www.stjohnsilverlane.net

Pastor:
Very Rev E. Michael Macura

Phone: 203.386.8888 - Cell: 203.218.1627
Email: frmichael@optonline.net

Subdeacons:
Joseph Laput & Joel Pleban
Cantor:
Subdeacon Christopher Gombos
Parish President:
Carole Krochta
Phone: 203.375.2621
Email: cwkrochta@optonline.net

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER!

SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 2017

Sunday, October 1 st

9:00 a.m.: Divine Liturgy 9017t
Sunday after Pentecost & Tone 8-
Feast of the Protection of the Mother
of God

Readings: 2 Corinthians  6:16067:1;
Hebrews 9:1 -7(Feast); Luke 6:31 636;
Luke 10:38 -42, 11:27 -28(Feast)
Panahida: In memory of parents
John & Katherine Macura offered by
Fr. Michael

Sunday, October 8t

9:00 a.m.: Divine Liturgy 0 18" Sunday after
Pentecost - Tone 1

Readings: 2 Corinthians  9:6-11; Luke 7:11 -16

Sunday, October 15t

9:00 a.m.: Divine Liturgy 0 19% Sunday after
Pentecost - Tone 2

Readings: 2 Corinthians 11:31  812:9; Luke 8:5 -15

Sunday, Octob er 22nd

9:00 a.m.: Divine Liturgy & 20t Sunday after
Pentecost 6 Tone 3

Readings: Galatians 1:11 -19; Luke 16:19 -31
Panahida: In memory of grandparents Stephen &
Wilma Dolyak, Josef & Francisca Owesny, John &
Terry Sabol, & Gregory & Maria Samilenko offered

by Peter & Debbie Samilenko

Sunday, Octo ber 29t

9:00 a.m.: Divine Liturgy & 21st Sunday after
Pentecost - Tone 4

Readings: Galatians 2:16 & 20; Luke 8: 26-39

Sunday, November  5th

9:00 a.m.: Divine Liturgy & 22nd Sunday after
Pentecost 8 Tone 5

Readings: Galatians 6:11 0 18; Luke 8:41 056

FOLLOW OUR DIOCESE ON -LINE

Diocesan Website:

http://www.acrod.org

Camp Nazareth:
http://www.campnazareth.org

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter:

https://twitter.com/acrodnews

You Tube:
https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

FROM FATHER MICHAEL

CONTACTING FATHER
You may call me at either of the following numbers:
203-386-8888 or my cell phone at 203  -218-1627.
Contact me at any time and especially in the event
of any emergenci es, hospitalizations or problems
that may arise.

FACEBOOK/WEBSITE
Foll ow and oliked us on Faceb
dat e. Search 0St. Johnds Ort
Laned on your Facebook search
site or visit our church website at
www.stjohnsilverlane.net  where there is a link  you
can click to our Facebook site. A dd these to your
favorites and visit us frequently!



http://www.acrod.org/
http://www.campnazareth.org/
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
https://twitter.com/acrodnews
https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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The following groups and/or individuals
scheduled to chant the Nicean Creed on the
following dates:

are

10/1 Chris G 10/ 22 Joe S
10/ 8 Pete S . 10/29 Chris G
10/ 15 Congregation 11/ 5 Pete S

All Altar servers are expected to be in the sanctuary
at least five minutes before the beginning of any
Liturgical service. Please try to arrive on time. The
following altar servers are responsible for the altar
on the following dates:

10/1 David P
10/ 8 Stephen O
10/ 15 Magnus O

S WA LR N

YOUR STEWARDSHIP
Food for thought...t he Year 2017 i s
tenth month!  Are you being a good steward of your
church? Time passes quickly...don't wait!
Share your Time, Talent and/or Treasure!

10/2 2 Joe S
10/ 29 David P
11/5 Stephen O

Oct 1st

1 Eternal Candle offered by  Father Michael in
memory of parents John & Katherine
Macura. Memory Eternal!

91 Altar Taper Candles offered by  Sandy
Pleban in honor & for health of  grandson
David Pleban on the occasion of his
birthday. Happy Birthday! Many Years!

I Tetrapod Candles offered by Peter, Debbie &

Joe Samilenko in honor & for health of
Father Michael on the occasion of his
birthday. Happy Birthday! Many Years!
Oct 15t
91 Altar Taper Candles offered by = Subdeacon
Joel Plebanin memory of May Sancibrian.
Memory Eternal !
Oct 22nd
1 Altar Candle s offered by Peter, Debbie & Joe
Samilenko in honor & for health of Kayla
Pollman & Mary Kamenitsky  on the
occasion of their birthday s. Happy Birthday
Many Years!
9 Altar Taper Candles offered by Carole
Krochta in honor & for health of Debbie &
Peter Samilenko on the occasion of their
anniversary. Happy Anniversary! Many
Years!
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The people listed below who are in need of our
special prayers: Ann Balasa, Pani Betty Jean
Baranik, Fr. Larry Barriger, Judy Berard, Fr.
Thomas Blaschak, Lena Bobko, Lenny Booth,
Andrea Bower, Dean Bradford (Mer. Marine), Penny
Briganti, Andre Briganti, Melissa Brock, Rosemary
Brown, Kimberly Calhoun, Shirley Canaan, Jean &
Joseph Candela, Michael Capuano, Joyce Cayer,
Protopresbyter David Cochran,  Burton Cornell,
MaryAnn Damato, Ray Davidson, Jeff Delvecchio,
Laura DeMayo, Karen Dobosz, Joan Dumas, Fr.
John & Pani Patricia Duranko, Noreen Ehnot,

Marie Eichler, Fr. Joh n & Pani Anna Jane Fencik,
Carol & Bob Ferik, Bill Forth, Fr. John Gido, Chris,
Eileen, Sarah, Nicholas & Annie Gombos, Ryan
Gombos, Ken & Marie Hegyi, Tom Hetherington,
Bruce Hultgren, Gus Jarosko, Maya Joyner,
Jessica Keane, Peter Kepchar, Bettie Kerpcha  r,
Barbara Kolaric, Sarah Kotos, Pani Anne Kozar,
Michele Krochta, Subdeacon Joseph Laput, Marcia
Laput, Gregory Laput, Thomas Laput, Mark
Lawruszko, Irene Lombard, Elsi Lotufo, John
Lovell, Fr, Robert Lucas Arthur Macura, Fr. Daniel
I@Iéihl%r et M&y, b o Rraxton, Peter McGinnis,
Frank Meyernick, Lillian Mierzejewski,
Protopresbyter Luke Mihaly, Megan Morrissey, Fr.
Ted Mozes, Philip Murphy, Merle Palmer, John
Papa, Raymond Peterson, Verna & Michael Pistey,
Roseann & John Plavnicky, Adriana Pleban, Sandy
Pleban, Betty Pollman, Pani Eleanor Pribish, Fr.
Michael Psenechnuk, Judy Restieri, Linda
Rosinsky, Pani Helen Shutack, Cheryl Schultz,
Josephine Sinatro, Pani Anna Slovesko, Pani
Donna Smoley, Barbara Susi, Susanne Talley,
Sarah Tartaglio, Pani Peggy Tekl insky, Daniel &
Sebastian Tomy, Gary Wolff, Karen Ann Yuschak,
Fr. John Zboyovski, Michael, Paula, Daniel, Holly,
Tiffany, Lynn, Susan, Betty, Ann, Carol, Greg,
Jackie , Savannah, Rekha & Our US Military
Personnel

THE PROTECTION
OF THE MOTHER
OF GOD

The bright feast of the
Protection of the Mother of
God! It is a witness to us of
the great glory with which the
Most Holy Mother of God is
crowned in the heavens. On :
this day she appeared in heavenly glory, and people
saw her and rejoiced. In her hands sh e held a
wondrous protecting veil, to show how she protects
and defends people from all evil. There is a two
joy for us on this feast: One is that we see a great
and righteous woman, a sufferer in earthly life,

-fold



crowned with such heavenly glory; and th e other is
that, while abiding in the heavens, she attentively

cares for Christians, for the heirs of her Son and

God.

And if she makes us glad by her defense, by her
appearances, both before, and now, and always, we
also, brothers and sisters, should mak e her glad.
We truly can bring joy to the Most Holy Mother of
God. You ask, how?

If we believe in the Son of God and the Son of the
Virgin Mary, we bring joy to the Mother of God.

If we love Him, as She loves us, we bring joy to the
Mother of God.

fwe keep Christds
bring joy to the one who gave birth to the Lord
Christ.

If we repent of our sins, she rejoices with the angels
and all the heavenly powers of God. For the Lord
said, Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just
persons, which need no repentance  (Lk. 15:7).

But if we sin and do not repent, we offend the Most
Pure Mother of God, we offend the bright angels of
God, and all the righteous ones in heaven. What
then would be th e use of our celebration? What
profit is there in prayerful assembly and spiritual
hymns? The Lord looks not at the lips, but at the
heart; and when He comes to judge the world, He
will judge not our talk, but our hearts. If our hearts
are not pure He will  reject us, but if He finds our
hearts pure and filled with mercy and love, He will
accept us into His eternal Kingdom. This is why the
wise one of the Old Testament said, Keep thine
heart with the utmost care; for out of these are the
issues of life (Prov 4:23). If the core of atree is
rotten, will it live much longer? But the human
heart rots from sin and when it rots, then a man
becomes the shadow of a man and he drags across
the earth until he disappears from it entirely.

May it not be so with you, my brothers and
sisters fi do not turn into a shadow but remain
people of God; and if you are people of God, then
you are also the heirs to the Kingdom of God.

That the righteous inherit the Kingdom of God is
witnessed by the Most  Pure Mother of God through
her appearance in glory and light, with her

protecting veil, with which she protects from evil all
who run to her with tears, prayer and faith. She
appeared and she still appears i

fi not just for the
sake of appearing, butin ordert o open the spiritual

commandment s,

eyes of those without faith, so that they would
learn of eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven;

To console the sorrowing, so that they would know
what great joy awaits them in the next life;

To be a support to the little and the weak , So that
they might walk their earthly path with joy, and
enter into the Kingdom;

To encourage the penitent, so that they would not
stumble on the path of repentance, but stand fast
and be saved;

To repay every drop of her
salvation of many, many human souls;

So that for every drop of h
protect from destruction thousands and thousands

of human souls i for precious, brothers and sisters,

is the Blood of the Son of God spilled for mankind.

Woe to him who disdains  this precious blood

eternal torment will be his just reward. Blessed are

you who revere this blood and are voluntarily and
consciously saved through it A your reward will be
eternal life. Truly precious is the Blood of the Virgin
Maryds Son. Al the bpgwing bfehe f r o m
world to its end, be they numerous as the blades of

grass on the earth and grains of sand in the sea,

can be saved by this Blood. But alas, not all will be

saved. Only those who want it  fi and those who do

not want it will be turned away , for they disdained

the price by which they were purchased.

Be contemptuous of no one, brothers and sisters.

There is not a person on earth for whom the Son of

the Most Pure Virgin did not give His precious

Blood. If one disdains the Blood by which he wa s
bought, he will answer for his own demise; but may
none of you be the cause of
you have contempt for a person you have contempt

for the blood Christ spilled for his salvation. Strive

to bring the sinner to reason and confirm him i n

the faith, and if you are able to do so, you will
obtain a brotherandco -hei r of
Praise the righteous, correct the sinner, encourage
those who repent. But just as dirty water cannot

whiten soiled cloth, neither can the sinner cleanse
another sinner until he has cleansed himself.

Therefore the Lord warns you to heal thyself ! If you
want to correct others, correct yourself, and then

be zealous for others. This is the law of Christ.

This is how you will bring joy top the Most Pure

Mother of God, who brings us joy always. She

guards us from attacks and prays for us to God,

and kisses us as a mother does her children. She

burns with the desire that everyone be saved and

enter into Her Sonds Kingdo

So
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to our God, and to you  peace, health, joy, and
blessing unto the ages of ages. Amen
Homily by St. Nicholai Velimirovich

B

2nd: Mark L & David P 4t Fr Michael
6th: Bill O & John P 13%: Roger W
23rd: Alex M, Kayla P, Mark T

24th: Mary K 25th; Diane L

7th: Tim & Kate M 26t Pete & Debbie S

If you or a family member goes into the hospital
rehab center , please have someone contact
Father Michael immediately. Hospitals no longer
give out patient information when priests call to
ask if a parishioner is a patient.

If you would like to request a panahida service
a Sunday, please add it to the panahida li

the back table in church.

If you would like to have Altar Candles, Eternal

Light, or side Iconostas Candles lit in honor of or in
memory of family or friends, please register on our
signup sheet in the back of the church. A

donation of $5.00 is a ppreciated.

or

on
sting on

U Please refrain from texting and phone calls during
church. Thereds a time and pl ace
itds not during church servi

call, we ask that you step downstairs so as not to
disturb everyone else.

You can help bea utify our church by donating

live flowers for the tetrapod for the health of or in
memory of family or friends.  Simply sign up on our
weekly listing in the back of the church. You can
either: purchase the flowers and bring them on
Saturday evening or Sun day morning (by 8:00
a.m.) to put into the vases & or d you can give a
donation in advance for flowers to be purchased
and placed on the altar. You can take the

flowers home after services if you would like.

Annual Dues has been raised to $170.00 per adu
to adjust for the diocesan increase.

Daylight Savings Time: Dondt f or get
on Sunday, November 5 t. Before you go to sleep
on Saturday, November 4 t, turn your clocks back
1 hour and enjoy an extra hour of sleep!

It

t hat

The monthly meeting of our church officers will take
place on Sunday, Octo ber 15t at 7:00 pm in the
church hall. All officers are asked to attend

Keep in touch with the following people by sending
a card or note, calling or visiting  them. Let them
know they are being prayed for and that they are
missed and thought of often!

1 Pani Helen Shutack, 229 Walnut Street, Apt 1,
Royersford, PA 19468

1 Jessica Tartaglio, 105 Peterborough St, Apt D,
Boston, MA 02115

1 Melissa Tartaglio, 215 E 234 Street, Apt 5C,
New York, NY 10010

1 Joe Samilenko, Sacred Heart University,

MCO0104, 5151 Park Avenue, Fairfield, CT
06825

Church School starts again on October 1 st Please
let Fr. Michael know if you can teach or be a
substitute. Partofth i s year 6s church sc

will work on a theme of spreading kindness in our
community.

Our donors in support of I0CC and their efforts to
help provide relief to those suffering from the
recent hurricanes. Through your generosity we
were able to make 120 hygiene kits and send a
monetary donation to IOCC!

All who attende d and worked at our
School Dinner and Bingo

Back to

x Our Stewards, négpgaurgdsaddr de
fchunch ctednerg! é and
ces. I f you must take a

Come down to our weekly Wednesday Night BINGO
in the Church Hall. BINGO begins at 6:45
p.m. with a OWinner
at 6:30 p.m. for early arrivals! We

have free coffee and soda available
during BINGO along with snacks. Hot
dogs are for sale from 5:00 pm to the
start of BINGO.

On Sunday, October 1 st, Orthodox parishes across
the United States are asked to celebrate College
Student Sunday 0 recognizing our college students
anb I¥imging awdreness to  the Orthodox campus
ministry that is taking place through the efforts of
OCF (Orthodox Christian Fellowship). To help
support the good works of this organization that
strives to help our college students keep Christ in
their hearts w hile away at school, we will be taking
up a special collection for OCF on Sunday, October
15t,


http://orthochristian.com/83482.html

HELPING OUR FRIENDS ON JOHN STREET
We are looking for some help to provide assistance
to our friends who live on the streets of Bridgeport by
providing a nour ishing lunch (sandwiches, bottled
water, snack bags, fruit) and some personal items
(socks, toothb rushes, toothpaste, combs, adult XL
sweatshirts, etc.). Can you reach into your heart
and help by donating the personal and school
items or making a monetary  donation so someone
could shop for these items? Could you be one of 13
volunteers to go down to John Street in October
after church to distribute these items on Sunday,
October 22 nd? See Debbie S by October 8t to sign
up or donate!

HALLOWEEN DINNER ANBINGO
Therefs nothing spooky about our
and Bingo on Sunday, October 29  t! Come on
down to our church hall at 4:00 pm for a delicious
stuffed cabbage dinner with soup, potato, veggies
and dessert. We promise you
hungry! Ad mission is $10.00/adult, $5/children under
12, $11.00/take out. Contact Carole by October
22nd to make reservation or order take  -out. Bingo
follows at 5:30 pm. Admission is
$1.00. Volunteers are needed to

{ =
help server food, clean up, and W@ $
work bingo. "

BACK TO SCHOOL/MOVING INTO COLLEGEPHOTOS

2 g
s, X g

Steve 6thjnior Year at Uﬁiversity of Rhode Island

St

Melissa 6 Freshman Year at School of Visual Arts



Joe & Sophomore Year at Sacred Heart University

THANKSGIVING DINNER AND BINGO
Join us for an early Thanksgiving dinner with all the
fixings on Sunday, November 12 t starting at 4:00 pm
in our church hall. A delicious meal will be prepared
and stuff you! Admission is $10.00 for adults, $5.00
for children under 12. Take out meals can be pre -
ordered for $11.00 (pick up after 5:30 pm). Bingo
admission is $1.00. Volunt eers need to prep on
Saturday, serve meal and clean up afterwards on
Sunday.

HOLIDAY FOOD AND BAKE SALE
Save the date of Saturday, November 18  t for our
Annual Holiday Food and Bake Sale in the church
hall. You can start helping out now by preparing
and freezing homemade baked goods (you can
store them in our parish

enough space in yours). We will be scheduling time
to make stuffed cabbage and halushki cabbage.

Pass the word to family, friends and neighbors as

well. Share our upcoming events flyer with them!

We 6| | have stuffed cabbage, h
sandwiches, soup, and baked goods.

Bl SHOP GREGORY®S FI FTH ANN
Our diocese will be celebratingthe 5t Anniversary
of Bishop Gregory as our spiritual shepherd on
Monday, November 27 t in Johnstown, PA. The
schedule is:

5:00 pm Prayers of Thanksgiving for His Grace at the

Holiday Inn

5:15 pm Cash Bar & Hors ddoeu
6: 00 pm Dinner (meal € Sal mon
Children appropriate meal for those 12 and under

$20)

Hotel rooms are available at the Holiday Inn
Johnstown for $94.99 plus tax (814.535.7777). Room
and Meal reservations must be made no later than
November 6 t. See Fr. Michael for form to complete
and send in.

CHURCH SHOPPING WISH LIST
Donati ons of the following new items would be
greatly appreciated for church:

1 Paper Towels and White Luncheon Napkins

1 2 liter Bottled Soda & Bottled Water

1 Regular & Decaf Coffee  (please no dark
roast)

1 Large Bags of Pretzels or Chips

Thank you to everyone who donated items this past
month!

IOCC HURRICANE RELIEF
From our di oc es aWiththébiessioger y &
and enthusiastic support of His Grace, Bishop
Gregory, the National Senior ACRY has taken on the
coordination of a Diocesan  -wide outreach initi ative
to assist the International Orthodox Christian
Charities in responding to the catastrophic
devastation wrought by Hurricanes Harvey and
Irma. Diocesan Parishes have been asked to take a
special collection for IOCC and patrticipate as they
are able in providing health and clean  -up bucket
kits for IOCC to distribute. As of the time of press
Diocesan Response has been as follows:
PARISH DONATIONS: $2%21
CLEAN-UP BUCKETS203
HEALTH KITS: 798

f r e e B8CParistie$ & 2yDeanerigsoRegottingh a v e



A few p hotos from our parish working on Health Kits:

GODS GARDENER PROJECTS
Please support these projects that parishioners
sponsor for the benefit of our parish operating fund:

Recycle Used Cell Phones & Printer Cartridges:

Drop off unwanted cellp  hones & ink jet cartridges in
the labeled boxes in our  church hall instead of
having it pollute our landfills. The Gombos Family will
recycle them for us!

Recycle Your Cans:

Bring your recyclable deposit cans, soda & water

bottles to church or contact Subdeacon Joel

Pleban to pick up your clean recyclable

cans/ bottl es. Hed6l |l redeem t
What a great way to help keep the earth a little

cleaner!

ACRY ANNUAL
The National ACRY is currently soliciting donations
for patrons, boosters, memorial listings for the
upcoming ACRY Annual. Please consider donating
one of these. See Pete r Samilenko by October 15 t,






